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Background

In a special meeting held at Cape Town on 12 September 2012, the African Institute
for Marine and Underwater Research, Exploration and Education (the AIMURE), a
non-profit organisation, was established. The establishment was made effective by
approval and acceptance of the Constitution of the AIMURE by its management
committee.

The Constitution was sent to the Department of Social Development for registration
of the new organisation. This registration took place on the 8 October 2012 with
registration number 114-048 NPO. Only on 4 June 2013 the AIMURE got hold of the
official Certificate of Registration after multiple efforts to obtain this document.

The organisation’s bank account details are:

Bank: Standard Bank of South Africa

Account Holder: African Institute for Marine and Underwater Research, Exploration
and Education (AIMURE)

Account Type: Current

Account Nr.: 1020 7146 835

Branch: Kenilworth Centre

Branch Code: 051 001

Swift Code: SBZA ZA JJ

The AIMURE is also registered with the South African Revenue Services (SARS).
Tax Reference number: 9014/194/24/6.

With this Annual and Financial Narrative Report, the AIMURE describes the basic
details about the organisation, the major achievements and lists the meetings and
changes to the constitution (narrative), as well as the income and accounting details
(financial report).
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Narrative

Section A: Basic details about the organisation
Registration Number (Non-Profit Organisation Number):
114-048 NPO

Organisation’s name:

African Institute for Marine & Underwater Research, Exploration & Education
(AIMURE)

The twelve-month period this Report covers:

1 March 2024 — 28 February 2025

Contact person (nominated by the Organisation):

Name of contact person: Dr. B.E.J.S. Werz, FSA
Contact person’s position in the organisation: CEO

Cell phone number: +27 72 446 1351
E-mail address: ceo@aimure.org and

umtshuzi@gmail.com

Organisation’s physical address:

22 Pelican Drive
Marina da Gama 7945
Cape Town

Western Cape

South Africa

Organisation’s postal address:

22 Pelican Drive
Marina da Gama 7945
Cape Town

Western Cape

South Africa

Organisation’s Office Bearers (see also appendix B.):

Dr Sharad Master Chairman
Ms Naazneen Khan Member
Mr Bart Gielen Member

Dr Bruno Werz CEO


mailto:ceo@aimure.org
mailto:umtshuzi@gmail.com
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Section B: Major achievements

The AIMURE was able to take a couple of major steps forward to achieve the goals
as described in the constitution, but also experienced some drawbacks.

Analyses of the metal finds from the ‘Haarlem’ test excavation are still outstanding
due to various reasons. These include a backlog caused by the Covid pandemic and
the rebuilding of laboratories at the University of Johannesburg. Although it was
expected that analyses would have taken place around June-July 2023, the
responsible scientist was not in a position to do so. Through the efforts of Chairman
Dr Master, other scientists were approached to undertake the necessary analyses
but only limited feedback has been received to date.

The following articles were published.
Bruno Werz. “Hoe Kaapstad ontstond”. Geschiedenis Magazine 2, maart 2024: 42-45.

Bruno E.J.S. Werz. “Zoektocht naar the VOC schip ‘Haarlem’. De rol van
kartografisch onderzoek”. Caert Thresoor. Tijdschrift voor de geschiedenis van de
kartografie 43, 2 (2024): 13-19.

Robert J. Bower, James A. Melvill, Geoffrey G. Smith & Bruno E.J.S. Werz.
“Excavating the shipwreck of Haarlem (1647): A multi-disciplinary effort to reveal a
national treasure.” Civil Engineering May 2024: 21-25.

Another article, dealing with fossil finds from the shipwrecks of the Oosterland and
Waddinxveen (1697) in Table Bay, is awaiting finalization by the second author. An
article on geophysical surveys applied on the assumed wrecksite of Haarlem is in the
writing stage.

The CEO is currently writing a book on the search for the shipwreck of Haarlem. This
is going to be complementary to his 2017 Unisa publication The Haarlem Shipwreck
(1647): The Origins of Cape Town. This new book will include new historical
information, aspects of fieldwork as well as analyses of the recovered materials, as
well as a section on legislation and Cultural Resource Management.

The CEO also completed the manuscript for an historical novel entitled Anno 1647.
How Cape Town began. A Dutch translation, Anno 1647. Hoe Kaapstad ontstond,
has also been prepared. This story focuses on the life of Andreas Felten, a German
soldier who was on board Haarlem and later formed part of the crew that stayed
behind on the shore of Table Bay to salvage as much as was possible from the wreck.
The manuscripts have been offered to several publishers. To date, positive
responses have been received from German publishers August von Goethe
Literaturverlag and Weimarer Schiller Presse. These, however, follow a hybrid
publication model, which seems to be the norm nowadays. For this publication, an
input from the author of Euro 14,674 (August von Goethe) to Euro 7,220 (Weimarer
Schiller Presse) has been quoted. Publishing house Calidris, with offices in Sweden,
Norway, Finland, Portugal, Spain, the UK and the Netherlands is interested in a
Dutch publication. Its quote amounts to Euro 3,995.

Television producer Mr Johann Abrahams and the CEO re-assessed a previous
application to the National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF) and re-applied. If
granted, the application may allow for the production of an international documentary
on the ‘Haarlem’ Project.
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Chairman Dr Master organized a one day symposium on the ‘Haarlem’ Project at the
School of Geosciences at the University of the Witwatersrand on Friday 15
November 2024. Guest speakers included Ms Naazneen Khan, whose presentation
focussed on the various legal aspects related to the ‘Haarlem’ Project. AIMURE
Chairman Dr Master reported on a first analysis of some combined copper-lead
sheeting from the presumed wrecksite which seems to support the correct location.
The CEO presented two lectures. One dealt with a general background history of the
Dutch East India Company (VOC) and the second one on the Haarlem especially,
with attention to background history and the search for the shipwreck. The overall
importance of this project for the history of South Africa was emphasized by the
opening lecture that was presented by Prof. Jane Carruthers, former Editor-in-chief of
the South African Journal of Science.

Section C: List of meetings and changes to the constitution

The board of the AIMURE held Ordinary Board Meetings on the following dates:

14 August 2024
13 November 2024
5 February 2025

The Annual General Meeting for the period March 2023-February 2024 was held on
Wednesday 15 May 2024. During the actual book year, no changes to the
constitution were made.
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Financial report

Income and accounting details
Bank balance on 1 March 2024

Donations

Expenditures (Website hosting)
Bank charges

Bank balance on 28 February 2025

Cape Town, 14 May 2025

R 4,340.44

RO

R 2,700
R 104.34

R 1,5636.10

As agreed by the Board of the AIMURE during the annual general meeting,

Dr. B.E.J.S. Werz, FSA (CEO of the AIMURE)



Appendix A:

List of Office Bearers

Name(s):
Surname:

Address Business:

Address Residential:

ID Number:

Contact Details Work:
Cell:
Home:
E-mail:

Capacity in Organisation:

Dr Sharadchandra
Master

EGRI, School of Geosciences

University of the Witwatersrand

Private Bag 3, Wits 2050
Johannesburg

1 Shiplake Road
Auckland Park 2092
Johannesburg
590309 5164 083

067 1743 301
067 1743 301

0117280613

sharad.master@wits.ac.za

Chairman

Name(s):
Surname:

Address Business:

Address Residential:

ID Number:

Contact Details E-mail:

Capacity in Organisation:

Ms Naazneen
Khan

31, Eleventh Street
Menlo Park 0180

31, Eleventh Street
Menlo Park 0180

910413 0116 081

naazk1304@gmail.com and
nkhan.legal@gmail.com

Member of the Board

Name(s):

Mr Bart


mailto:sharad.master@wits.ac.za
mailto:naazk1304@gmial.com
mailto:nkhan.legal@gmail.com

Surname:

Address Business:

Address Residential:

ID Number:

Contact Details E-mail:

Capacity in Organisation:

Gielen

Middenstraat 2

4156AH Rumpt

The Netherlands
Middenstraat 2

4156AH Rumpt

The Netherlands

Dutch BSN 1574 45 823

info@alabart.nl

Member of the Board

Name(s):
Surname:

Address Business:

Address Residential:

ID Number:

Contact Details: Cell:

E-mail:

Capacity in Organisation:

Dr Bruno Eloy Jan Stephan
Werz

AIMURE

22 Pelican Drive, San Marina
Marina da Gama

Cape Town 7945

22 Pelican Drive, San Marina
Marina da Gama

Cape Town 7945

600929 5867 183

072 — 446 1351

ceo@aimure.org and umtshuzi@amail.com

CEO


mailto:info@alabart.nl
mailto:ceo@aimure.org
mailto:umtshuzi@gmail.com

